1642-44] RELATION OF 164344 31

Hurons especially were of opinion that, as the ice had
not yet entirely disappeared, the Iroquois had not
had time to come from their country. Moreover,
they imagined that Peace had already been concluded
between them and the Iroquois, in consequence of
overtures commenced upon this subject before they
had left their own country. This induced us to risk
several packages for our Fathers among the Hurons,
owing to the need in which they were, after so many
losses.

All these assurances did not prevent the Father
and the Hurons from preparing themselves as per-
sons who might soon die. All were ready alike for
life or for death,—but for death rather than life,
[154] because divine Providence gave them some
inward presentiment of what was to happen to them.
Nor were they without some outward indications;
for Father Bressany’s canoe was wrecked about a
league from the three Rivers, at a place where there
was no danger, and in fine weather. Owing to the
proximity of the land, all in the canoe was saved;
but this accident stopped them, and compelled them
to sleep at this side of the entrance to the Lake.
When they started thence on the following day, the
cold and the quantity of snow that fell greatly de-
layed them, and did not allow them to proceed farther
than the Marguerie river, six leagues beyond the
three Rivers.? Here the Hurons fired a few gun-
shots at some Bustards; this made their presence
known to thirty Iroquois who were not far away,
and who prepared an ambush for them beyond the
river, behind a point which they had to double.
Consequently, on the third day after their departure,
when the canoe which carried Father Bressany, and



